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2. 



displaceL within the housing (50) such that the testing means (40) can be brought in 
contact Jth the sample mixture for analyzing the sample mixture. 

(AMENDED) The device according to claim 1, wherein the sample-taking means (10) is 



operable to be introduced into an open 



end of the housing (50) and further wherein the 



0? 



sample-taking means (10) comprises a thread (18) which cooperates with a 
sponding thread (53) in the housing (50). 



corre: 



(AMENDED) The device according to claim 1 , wherein a sample-facing end of the 
sample-taking means (10) comprises a sample chamber (20). 



9/ 




10. 



11. 



12. 




(AMENDED) The device according to claim 1, wherein one end of the cartridge (30) 
comprises an opening (32) which can be closed by means of a ball (33). 

(AMENDED) The device according to claim 1, wherein the cartridge (30) has a bottom 
(34) oper able to be perforated. . 

(AMENDED) The device according to claim 1, wherein the testing means has the shape 
of a cylinder and has an end that tapers in the form of a truncated cone (41), wherein a tip 
thereof has an opening (42). 

(AMENDED) The device according to claim 1, wherein the testing means (40) is 
operable to be brought in contact with the content of the cartridge (30) if the sample- 
taking means (10) is arranged in the housing. 

(AMENDED) A kit for preparing a ready-to-use device for taking and examining 
samples comprising: 
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13. 





(a) a simple-taking means (10) for taking a sample; 

(b) a rising (50) with a cartridge (30) arranged therein; and 

(c) a testing means (40), . 
wherein t^Wtaking means (.0) and the testing mearrs (40) are i».rc«,uc,b,e tnto 

introduced into the housing (50). 

-NEW) A divice for taking a^xamining samples, composing a housing having 
osiiioned Lin a carttidge, a testing means, and a sampling means the samp,- 
aking means\— two haif-tubes connect to each other, where. * « dge 
^p, ceable w\h,n ,he housing such rha, a sample induced by the sample-taking 
Jansisop.l.ofonnasaurpienn.rurewi.haconren.ofrhecarrHdge.andw^n 

-» testing meanL disp,aceah,e within ,he housing such that ,he ,es„„ g means can be 
brought into conlaV with the sample mixture. 

,4 (NEW) The device according to claim 13, wherein at least on. of the two half-tubes 
comprises a first disk and a second disk defining a sample chamber. 

15 ( NEW)Thede,iceaccording.oc,aiml4,wherei„.befirs,d i s k compnsesasievea„dan 
L.a.ion.andfurtherwhere.nanedgeofthefirstdiskcompHsesacone-shapednng. 

16 (NEW) me device according to claim 15, wherein the cartridge ,s cyiindrically shaped 
' L d comprises,ononeend,atrunca,edc„„ee„gagea W e»i,h,hecone-shapedr,n g . 

„ (NE W)Thedeviceofc,aiml3,wherein m e W ohalf-.ubesarecon„ectedbyajoin,,and 
Lintheiorntisseiectedftomthegroupconsistingofafilmhinge^daneiasttcwe, 
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18. (NEW) The device of claim 14, wherein the first disk is coupled to the sample-taking 
means with predetermined breaking points. 






19. (NEW\ A device for taking and examining samples, comprising: 
a housing having a first end, a second end, and a passageway extending between; 
a cartridloperable to be received in the first end of the housing, wherein the cartridge is 

displaceable withirVthe passageway of the housing; 

a sample-ta&ig means operable to be at least partially received in the first end of the 
housing, wherein a sLple introduced by the sample-taking means is operable to form a sample 
mixture with contents\>f the cartridge; and 

a testing means operable to be received in the second end of the housing, wherein the 
testing means is displaciable within the passageway of the housing such that the testing means 
can be brought in contactVvith the sample mixture. 

20. (NEW) The device of claim 19, wherein the sample-taking means couples to the first end 
of the housing. 

2 1 . (NEW) A method for taking and examining samples, comprising: 
collecting\ sample in a sample-taking means; 

coupling thAsample-taking means to a first end of a housing, the housing having a 

cartridge located therein; 
^ displacing the \artridge relative to the sample taking means; 
-A combining the s\mple and contents of the cartridge to form a sample mixture; 
S] providing a testin\means at a second end of the housing; and 

displacing the testily means relative to the housing, whereby the testing means contacts 

the sample mixture. 



